Confession and Absolution

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us

1

Today Your mercy calls us
To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy
Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us
And make us clean today.

Today Your gate is open,
And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome
And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav’n.

Today our Father calls us;
His Holy Spirit waits;
His blesséd angels gather
Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us
How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father’s home.

O all-embracing Mercy,
O ever-open Door,
What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open,
One ear will hear our prayer.

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P)

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation

(P)

(P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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(P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand
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Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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Stand

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

Psalm 27:3-5; antiphon: v. 1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?
Though an army encamp against me, my heart | shall not fear;*
though war arise against me, yet I will be | confident.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:*
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire
in his | temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?
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Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may
heartily acknowledge Y our merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9
*From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became

impatient on the way. >And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” *Then the LORD
sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. ’And the people came
to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. *And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent
and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it
on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

544 O Love, How Deep
1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
Beyond all thought and fantasy,
That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!

2 He sent no angel to our race,
Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself He came.

3 For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

4  For us He prayed; for us He taught;
For us His daily works He wrought,
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.

5 For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

6  For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

A7  All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore

Forever and forevermore.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-85, alt.
Text: Public domain



Epistle Ephesians 2:1-10
'And you were dead in the trespasses and sins “in which you once walked, following the course of this world,

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— *among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, “even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, "so that in the coming
ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. *For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast. '°For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 3:14-21
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

M Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '“that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

1%“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. ""For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. "*Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. '°And this is the judgment: the light has come into the
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 2’For everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 'But whoever does what
is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

Sit



571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
1 God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4  Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5 Ifyou are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

A 6  Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!

To You, O blesséd Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Sit

Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

425 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross

1

When [ survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;

All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Text: Public domain
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