Confession and Absolution

465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds

In praise of love that still abounds:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!

Repeat their song of glory here:
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 Eternal is the gift He brings,
Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Now still He comes to give us life
And by His presence stills all strife.
Christ has triumphed! He is living!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
Set heart and will on things above
That we conquer through Your triumph;
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day
That by our lives we truly say:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

A4 Adoring praises now we bring
And with the heav’nly blesséd sing:
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”
Be to the Father and our Lord,
To Spirit blest, most holy God,
All the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Who made Heaven and earth.

Confession of Sins

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our merciful Father.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we admit and
confess our sinfulness. We have turned away from each other in our thinking, speaking, and doing. We
have done the evil you forbid and have not done the good you demand. We do repent and are truly sorry
for these our sins. Have mercy on us, kind Father, because of the obedience of our Brother, Jesus Christ,
your Son. Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the Holy Spirit move usto serve you faithfully.
Set our feet upon the new path of life and build your kingdom here through Jesus Christ, our Lord.



Absolution
(P] God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to Him. May He keep you in His grace by the
Holy Spirit, lead you to greater faith and obedience, and bring you to live with him forever. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

First Reading Acts 8:26-40

26 An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” This is a desert place. 2?And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 2®and
was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. > And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and
join this chariot.” 3°So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” 3'And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him. 3>Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone
else?” 33Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 3*And
as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me
from being baptized?” 3¥And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him. 3°And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 John 4:1-21

'Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets
have gone out into the world. ?By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. “Little children, you are from God and have
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they
speak from the world, and the world listens to them. *We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.

8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest



among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. '°In this is love, not that we
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. ''Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another. '>No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. *And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. "Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. '°So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love,
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. "By this is love perfected with us, so that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. '¥There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. "We
love because he first loved us. 2°If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 2! And this commandment we have from
him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 15:1-8
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because
of the word that I have spoken to you. *Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. °I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. °If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
1 Atthe Lamb’s high feast we sing
Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide
Flowing from His piercéd side.
Alleluia!

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine
Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast—
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.

Alleluia!

3 Where the paschal blood is poured,
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go
Through the wave that drowns the foe.

Alleluia!

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, paschal bread;
With sincerity and love



Eat we manna from above.
Alleluia!

5 Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6  Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

A 8  Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won
1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.

2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High above all things is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.

3 Jesus lives! For me He died,
Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to Him and glory giving.
All T need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.

4 Jesus lives! I know full well
Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell
Part me now from Christ forever.
God will be my sure defense;
This shall be my confidence.



Jesus lives! And now is death

But the gate of life immortal;

This shall calm my trembling breath

When I pass its gloomy portal.

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence!

Text: Christian Furchtegott Gellert, 1715-69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-97, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

Sit
Offering

Stand

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Stand

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

461 | Know That My Redeemer Lives
1 I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living head.

2 He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save;
He lives all-glorious in the sky;
He lives exalted there on high.

3 He lives to bless me with His love;
He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed;
He lives to help in time of need.

4 He lives to grant me rich supply;
He lives to guide me with His eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint;
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

5 He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

6  He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

7  He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

8  He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:

I know that my Redeemer lives!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-99, abr.
Text: Public domain
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