
Confession and Absolution 
 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come 
1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. 
Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

  



Exhortation LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b–7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b–47 

My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 
My mouth derides my | enemies,* 
 because I rejoice in your sal- | vation. 
There is none holy | like the LORD;* 
 there is none besides you; there is no rock | like our God. 
The barren has borne | seven,* 
 but she who has many children | is forlorn. 
The LORD kills and | brings to life;* 
 he brings down to Sheol and | raises up. 
The LORD makes poor and | makes rich;* 
 he brings low and | he exalts. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
My soul magni- | fies the Lord,* 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my | Savior. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
  



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2–5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 
 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 
 

335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice 
1 O bride of Christ, rejoice; 

Exultant raise thy voice 
To hail the day of glory 
Foretold in sacred story. Refrain 

 
ref Hosanna, praise, and glory! 

Our King, we bow before Thee. 
 
2 Let shouts of gladness rise 

Triumphant to the skies. 
Now comes the King most glorious 
To reign o’er all victorious. Refrain 

 
  



3 A humble beast He rides, 
Yet as a King presides; 
Though not arrayed in splendor, 
He makes the grave surrender. Refrain 

 
4 The weak and timid find 

How meek He is and kind; 
To them He gives a treasure 
Of bliss beyond all measure. Refrain 

 
5 Then go thy Lord to meet; 

Strew palm leaves at His feet; 
Thy garments spread before Him 
And honor and adore Him. Refrain 

Text: Danish, c. 1600; tr. Victor O. Petersen, 1864–1929, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Epistle Hebrews 10:5–10 

 5When Christ came into the world, he said, 
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and 
sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He 
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Verse LSB 205 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39–45 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 



7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

    Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending 
    Swell the triumph of His train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
    Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 
2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

    Robed in glorious majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold Him, 
    Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
    Shall their true Messiah see. 

 



3 Those dear tokens of His passion 
    Still His dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
    To His ransomed worshipers. 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 

    High on Thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 
    Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
    Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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