
Ash Wednesday 
 

547 The Lamb 
1 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 
    Faith sees, believes 
God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain 

 
ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 
 
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

One perfect final offering. 
    The Lamb, the Lamb, 
Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain 

 
3 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 
    So still, His will 
On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain 

 
4 He sighs, He dies, 

He takes my sin and wretchedness. 
    He lives, forgives, 
He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain 

 
5 He rose, He rose, 

My heart with thanks now overflows. 
    His song prolong 
Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain 

Text: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953–2023 
Text: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106 

 
Address 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and 
penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble 
repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
  
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, 
might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in 
sincerity and truth. 

 
Rubric 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 



Those Who Wish May Come Forward to Receive Ashes as a Sign of Repentance 
 

The Imposition of Ashes 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee Sung During Imposition of Ashes 
1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 

Low we bow the_adoring knee; 
    When, repentant, to the skies 
    Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
O, by all Thy pains and woe 
Suffered once for us below, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 
2 By Thy helpless infant years, 

By Thy life of want and tears, 
    By Thy days of deep distress 
    In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread, mysterious hour 
Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 
    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 
3 By Thine hour of dire despair, 

By Thine agony of prayer, 
    By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
    Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies 
O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 
    Listen to our humble sigh; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 
4 By Thy deep expiring groan, 

By the sad sepulchral stone, 
    By the vault whose dark abode 
    Held in vain the rising God, 
O, from earth to heav’n restored, 
Mighty, reascended Lord, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

566 By Grace I’m Saved 
1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 

 
  



2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 
    Our works and conduct have no worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
And we are saved by grace alone. 

 
3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit 
    That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 

 
4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 

    As long as God is true, it stands. 
What saints have penned by inspiration, 
    What in His Word our God commands, 
Our faith in what our God has done 
Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 

 
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 
6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 
Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive 
from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

  



Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12–17 
12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
 “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the LORD, your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 16gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; 
 assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 
 even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 
and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
 and make not your heritage a reproach, 
 a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
 ‘Where is their God?’” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Colossians 1:9–14 
 9And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 11May you be strengthened 
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, 12giving thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 7:36–49 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 36One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the 
table. 37And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the 
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to 
wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the 
ointment. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he 
would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40And Jesus 
answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 



 41“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42When they could 
not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43Simon answered, “The one, I 
suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44Then turning toward 
the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she 
has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she 
has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 
47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves 
little.” 48And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49Then those who were at table with him began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 
1 Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
2 Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
3 Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
  



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Offering 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

1 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live 
    And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
2 We deserve but grief and shame, 

    Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
    Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
3 Sheep that from the fold did stray 

    No true shepherd e’er forsaketh; 
Weary souls that lost their way 
    Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh 
In His arms that they may live: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
4 I, a sinner, come to Thee 

    With a penitent confession. 
Savior, mercy show to me; 
    Grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
  



7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 
2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
    Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Text: Public domain 
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