424 O Christ, You Walked the Road
1 O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r
And fought our ancient foe.

2 No bread of earth alone
Can fill our hung’ring hearts.
Lord, help us seek Your living Word,
The food Your grace imparts.

3 No blinding sign we ask,
No wonder from above.
Lord, help us place our trust alone
In Your unswerving love.

4 When lures of easy gain
With promise brightly shine,
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first;
Our wills with Yours align.

5 O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.
Stay with us through temptation’s hour
To fight our ancient foe.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may
happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Reading

8But you, Israel, my servant,

Jacob, whom I have chosen,

the offspring of Abraham, my friend;
%you whom I took from the ends of the earth,

and called from its farthest corners,
saying to you, “You are my servant,

I have chosen you and not cast you off”;
0fear not, for I am with you;

be not dismayed, for [ am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
1"Behold, all who are incensed against you

shall be put to shame and confounded;
those who strive against you

shall be as nothing and shall perish.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Isaiah 41:8—-11



Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:5-11
SFor you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. ®So then let us not
sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. "For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk,
are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
for a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, '°who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. !'Therefore encourage
one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Matthew 8:5-13
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

SWhen he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, %“Lord, my servant is lying
paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” #But the centurion replied,
“Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. °For |
too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,” and
he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” '""When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who
followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. ''I tell you, many will come from east
and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, >while the sons of the
kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 3And to the
centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very
moment.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

728 How Firm a Foundation
1  How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
"1l strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon



Offering

Prayer
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O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion;

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your
precious death and burial;

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment:
Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true
knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are
deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with
Your grace and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted and the
distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our country Your
protection in every time of need;

To direct and defend our /president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all
our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel;

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to
defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the
kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:




We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
we implore You to hear us.
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Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P} The grace of our Lord "I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure:
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

2 Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.



3 Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or I die.

4 While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78
Text: Public domain
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