Confession and Absolution

901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

1

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Open now thy gates of beauty;
Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty

Waits for Him who answers prayer.

Oh, how blesséd is this place,
Filled with solace, light, and grace!

Gracious God, | come before Thee;
Come Thou also unto me.

Where we find Thee and adore Thee,
There a heav’n on earth must be.

To my heart, O enter Thou;

Let it be Thy temple now!

Here Thy praise is gladly chanted;
Here Thy seed is duly sown.

Let my soul, where it is planted,
Bring forth precious sheaves alone,

So that all | hear may be

Fruitful unto life in me.

Thou my faith increase and quicken;
Let me keep Thy gift divine,

Howsoe’er temptations thicken;
May Thy Word still o’er me shine

As my guiding star through life,

As my comfort in all strife.

Speak, O God, and | will hear Thee;
Let Thy will be done indeed.

May | undisturbed draw near Thee
While Thou dost Thy people feed.

Here of life the fountain flows;

Here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
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Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 105:4-8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b

In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;*
make straight in the desert a highway | for our God.
Seek the LORD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,*
children of Jacob, his | chosen ones!
He is the | LORD our God;*
his judgments are in | all the earth.
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;*
make straight in the desert a highway | for our God.

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to

the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

@

Sit

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be
enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
SRighteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

resting place shall be glorious.

Gradual

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*

Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

Blesséd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

Isaiah 11:1-10

101n that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his

Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.



Epistle Romans 15:4-13
“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, éthat together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God.
8For | tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”

And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
1 And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
2And again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.””

“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, fand they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. >And do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for
Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.

114 baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. *?His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

(PThis is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Sit

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

1

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare

For Christ to come and enter there.

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face

Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.



And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -1~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Offering

Stand

Offertory LSB 159
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

B

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

@~

Proper Preface (Full)

(P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

@

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution

624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born

1

The infant Priest was holy born

For us unholy and forlorn;

From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.



2  This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

3 The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

4 But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5  The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6  The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7 With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
1  Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,
May I in grace possess You.
Let me with holy food be fed,
In hunger | address You.
Prepare me well for You, O Lord,
And, humbly by my prayer implored,
Give me Your grace and mercy.

2  To pastures green, Lord, safely guide,

To restful waters lead me;

Your table well for me provide,

Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak,
Refuge in You alone I seek,

To share Your cup of healing.

3 O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight,
For full and free remission
I come with prayer before Your sight
In sorrow and contrition.
Your righteousness, Lord, cover me
That | receive You worthily,
Assured of Your full pardon.



4 1 do not merit favor, Lord,
My weight of sin would break me;
In all my guilty heart’s discord,
O Lord, do not forsake me.
In my distress this comforts me
That You receive me graciously,
O Christ, my Lord of mercy!

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn
1 When all the world was cursed

By Moses’ condemnation,

Saint John the Baptist came
With words of consolation.

With true forerunner’s zeal
The greater One he named,

And Him, as yet unknown,
As Savior he proclaimed.

2  Before he yet was born,

He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing Him as Lord

Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream,

A new Elijah bold,
He testified of Him

Of whom the prophets told:

3 Behold the Lamb of God

That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes

The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God,

Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy

Will full atonement win.

4 O grant, dear Lord of love,
That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John,
Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk
Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with Him
In His eternal day.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106

Stand

Thank the Lord LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.



Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.

355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide

1

O Savior, rend the heavens wide;

Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.

O Father, light from heaven send;

As morning dew, O Son, descend.

Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring:
To Jacob’s line rain down the King.

O earth, in flow’ring bud be seen;
Clothe hill and dale in garb of green.
Bring forth, O earth, a blossom rare,
Our Savior, sprung from meadow fair.

O Fount of hope, how long, how long?
When will You come with comfort strong?
O come, O come, Your throne forego;
Console us in our vale of woe.

O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,

When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light

We grope in gloom and dark of night.

Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand

From exile to our promised land.

There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore
Forever and forevermore.

Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591-1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909-67, alt.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106
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