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Serving Today

WORSHIP LEADER Pastor Peter Gueldner ORGAN/PIANO Hope Nelson
LAY READER Brenda Nelson LIVESTREAM
ELDERS/USHERS Brian Poole

Silent Prayer Before Worship
God, you protected and took care of Joseph, Mary and Jesus. They had to listen, trust
and obey by fleeing to Egypt where you kept them safe.
Help me also to listen, to go where You show me and to trust in Your wisdom. Keep
me safe from the fury and violence of those set on their plans, who fly in the face of
what You desire, who kill blindly to hold on to power.
Immanuel — God, be with me. Protect me and my family. Help us walk in Your
ways. Amen.

Congregational Prayers

T Diane Grieve T Allen Kvittem T Don & Kathy Jungwirth
T Sam Konakowitz T John & Bea Beilke T Jon Swanson
T Pat Swanson T Patricia Meyer

Lectionary Summary for Christmas |
The Lord Jesus Undergoes a New Exodus in Order to Save His People from Their Sins

Herod’s efforts to destroy the little Lord Jesus anticipate the cross for which He was
born. In response to Herod’s edict, Joseph must “take the child and his mother, and flee
to Egypt” (Matt. 2:13). But the Lord does not abandon the Holy Family there. He brings
about salvation for all people, just as He “had spoken by the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt |
called my son’” (Matt. 2:15). With might and strength, God accompanies His people,
causing “his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses” (Is. 63:12). Now through
Jesus, even our afflictions are borne by Christ on the cross. “He redeemed them; he
lifted them up and carried them” (Is. 63:9). All of this is accomplished by God’s might
so that we, too, are claimed as members of His family. For we “receive adoption as
sons” in the only begotten Son, Christ Jesus, even as He became like us by His
conception and birth of the woman. Thus redeemed by Christ, no longer slaves of sin
and death but beloved children and heirs of God, we pray in Jesus’ name: “Abba!
Father!” (Gal. 4:4-6).
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Order of Service Divine Service 4 LSB Pg. 203

Hymn of Invocation LSB 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933; Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald; Text and tune: Public domain
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.

Heav -en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
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He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
e | ¢
r\g | ! r » r [ 2 . —— = =

Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!
Invocation

(P] Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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(P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Absalution
(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Introit
When Israel was a child, | | loved him,*
and out of Egypt | | called my son.
Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in | Ramah,*
lamentation and bitter | weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her | children;*
she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they | are no more.
Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from | weeping,*
and your | eyes from tears,
for there is a reward for your work, de- | clares the LORD,*
and they shall come back from the land of the | enemy.
There is hope for your future, de- | clares the Lorb,*
and your children shall come back to their own | country.”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
When Israel was a child, | | loved him,*
and out of Egypt | | called my son.

”
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Kyrie

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Gloria in Excelsis Text: Stephen P. Starke
1To God on high be glory

And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—

Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

()

(P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant
that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH - December 28, 2025 - Christmas 1



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-14 (see insert)
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things!

Hymn LSB 373 See Amid the Winter’s Snow
Au Text: Edward Caswall. 1814—78. alt.: Tune: John Goss. 1800-80: Text and tune: Public domain
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1 See a-mid the win - ter’s snow, Born for us on earth be -low,
2 Lo, with-in a sta - ble lies He who built the star - ry skies,
3 Sa - cred In- fant, all di - vine, What a ten-der love was Thine,
4 Teach, O teach us, ho - ly Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
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See, the gen - tle Lamb ap-pears, Prom-ised from e - ter - nal years.
He who,throned in height sub-lime, Sits a - mid the cher - u - bim.
Thus to come from high - est bliss Down to such a world as this!
Teach us to re-sem - ble Thee In  Thy sweet hu-mil - 1 - ty.
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Hail, O ev - er - bless-ed morn!  Hail, re-demp-tion’s hap-py dawn!
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Sing through all Je - ru - sa-lem: “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
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Epistle Galatians 4:4-7 (see insert)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Verse

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God.

Alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13-23 (see insert)
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day

389 Let All Together Praise Our God

Text (sts. 1, 3-7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2007; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt

Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561

Text (sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106;

)

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 With - in an earth - born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’n a - gain To
in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re - turn gives us  His realm, His
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
in a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall.
splen-dor of His might, The splen-dor of His might.
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

5 Heisaservant, lalord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

7  Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Sermon

6 Heisthe key and He the door
To blessed paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.
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Offering
Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power
and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

—
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Hymn to Depart LSB 383 A Great and Mighty Wonder

Text: Germanus, c. 634—c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, KéIn
Text and tune: Public domain
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1 A great and might-y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:

2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And yet re-mains on high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!

And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O wvales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - 'em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De -cree - ing end-less peace.
Refrain
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Pro - claim the Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”
‘___.!__m Thank you for joining us today!
% i /<  God’s Blessings on your Week!
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