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Silent Prayer Before Worship  

Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing us through this past year, for Your unfailing 
goodness and mercy. Forgive us for moments we strayed or put other things before 
You. As we look to the new year, help us to remember Your faithfulness and renew our 
commitment to make You the center of our lives. Guide our steps, strengthen our 
hearts, and fill us with Your peace and joy for the days to come. Amen. 

Congregational Prayers 
   Diane Grieve        Allen Kvittem       Don & Kathy Jungwirth 
   Sam Konakowitz      John & Bea Beilke      Jon Swanson 
   Pat Swanson      Patricia Meyer 

Lectionary Summary for New Year’s Eve 
Our Times Are in His Hands 

The Church and the world are awake, but for very different reasons. The world counts 
down to midnight; the Church watches eagerly for her Master who is “coming at an 
hour” we “do not expect” (Luke 12:40). For many, the changing year brings regrets, 
fears and desperate wishes for improvement. The world delights in smooth talk and 
illusions of prosperity at any cost (Is. 30:9–10). It has already forgotten “the Holy One 
of Israel” born six days earlier (Is. 30:11). The Church ends the calendar year differently. 
“In returning and rest … in quietness and in trust,” that is, in repentance and faith, for 
the Holy One saves us, and He is our strength (Is. 30:15). Our times are in His hands (Ps. 
31:15), the hands of Mary’s Son — God not only with us, but for us (Matt. 1:23). So, who 
could be against us? If God has given His Son, “how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things?” (Rom. 8:31–32). The Church dresses for action not in fear, but in 
hope; Christ is coming to serve her with His gifts (Luke 12:37). Who is there to condemn 
us for the passing year? Christ has died, is raised and intercedes for us! What distress 
will the new year bring? Nothing “can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. 8:34–39)! 

Order of Service Divine Service 4 LSB Pg. 203 

Serving Today 
WORSHIP LEADER            Pastor Peter Gueldner   ORGAN/PIANO   Beth Daede 
LIVESTREAM   Matthew Wingren    ELDERS/USHERS  Pete Heyrman  
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Hymn of Invocation LSB 900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt.; Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Exhortation 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 
Under all the mighty heav’n 
Whereby those to sin enslaved 
Burst their fetters and are saved. 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 
Human name of God above; 
Pleading only this, we flee 
Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
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Confession of Sins 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

Absolution 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit 
Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 
 who made | heaven and earth. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 
 who made | heaven and earth. 

Kyrie 
C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

Gloria in Excelsis Text: Stephen P. Starke 

C 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
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2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 

3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 P Let us pray. 
 Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and 

commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide 
among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:15–17 (see insert) 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual 
Teach us to num- | ber our days* 
 that we may get a heart of | wisdom. 
Satisfy us in the morning with Your | steadfast love,* 
 that we may rejoice and be glad | all our days. 
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Hymn LSB 898 The Ancient Law Departs 
Text: Sebastian Besnault, d. 1724; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Tune: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Epistle Romans 8:31b-39 (see insert) 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia and Verse 

Alleluia 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Verse 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God. 

Alleluia 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel Luke 12:35-40 (see insert) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day 899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): James Hamilton, 1819–96, alt.; (st. 4): Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: attr. Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546; Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Public domain 
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Sermon 

Offering 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power  
  and the glory 
       forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart LSB 878 Abide With Me  
 Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt; Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Thank you for joining us this evening! 
God’s Blessings on your New Year! 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 


