Confession and Absolution

396 Arise and Shine in Splendor

1

Avrise and shine in splendor;

Let night to day surrender.
Your light is drawing near.

Above, the day is beaming,

In matchless beauty gleaming;
The glory of the Lord is here.

See earth in darkness lying,
The heathen nations dying
In hopeless gloom and night.
To you the Lord of heaven—
Your life, your hope—has given
Great glory, honor, and delight.

The world’s remotest races,
Upon whose weary faces
The sun looks from the sky,
Shall run with zeal untiring,
With joy Your light desiring
That breaks upon them from on high.

Lift up your eyes in wonder—
See, nations gather yonder
From sin to be set free.
The world has heard Your story;
Her sons come to Your glory;
Her daughters haste Your light to see.

Your heart will leap for gladness
When from the realms of sadness
They come from near and far.
Your eyes will wake from slumber
As people without number
Rejoice to see the Morning Star.

Text: Martin Opitz, 1597-1639; tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899-1987, alt.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

unrighteousness.

LSB 151



Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11-12; antiphon: John 1:14

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;*
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting.
Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;*
his understanding is beyond | measure.
But the LORD takes pleasure in those who | fear him,*
in those who hope in his | steadfast love.
Praise the LORD, O Je- | rusalem!*
Praise your God, O | Zion!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth.

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to

the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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This Is the Feast LSB 155

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may
shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4-15

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand
burnt offerings on that altar. SAt Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I
shall give you.” ®And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father,
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. ’And now, O LORD my
God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although | am but a little child. | do not know how
to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many
to be numbered or counted for multitude. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people,
that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”’

191t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 1*And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, *?behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. '3l give you also what you have not asked,
both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. **And if you will walk in my ways,
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then | will lengthen your days.”

1SAnd Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

Epistle

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things!

Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places, “even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love ®he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, éto the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. “In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in
all wisdom and insight °making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ 1%s a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

"n him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, *?so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his
glory. 3In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 1*who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52

Sit

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

“INow his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. ?And when he was twelve years old,
they went up according to custom. “*And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, “*but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then
they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, “°>and when they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem, searching for him. “6After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. ’And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. “And
when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so?
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” “°And he said to them, “Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” S°And they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them. 3*And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart.

52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth and light,
Aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,
Our Lord and master, You have won
Our hearts to serve You only!
Lowly, holy!
Great and glorious,
All victorious,
Rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!

2  Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine,
And deep within our hearts now shine;
There light a flame undying!
In Your one body let us be
As living branches of a tree,
Your life our lives supplying.
Now, though daily
Earth’s deep sadness
May perplex us
And distress us,
Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us.

3 Lord, when You look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above
A ray of purest pleasure.
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food.
You are our dearest treasure!
Let Your mercy
Warm and cheer us!
O draw near us!
For You teach us
God’s own love through You has reached us.

4 Almighty Father, in Your Son
You loved us when not yet begun
Was this old earth’s foundation!
Your Son has ransomed us in love
To live in Him here and above:
This is Your great salvation.
Alleluia!
Christ the living,
To us giving
Life forever,
Keeps us Yours and fails us never!



5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

6  What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -1~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Offering

Stand

Offertory LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

B

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

@~

Proper Preface (Full)

(P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love
those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit

Distribution



555 Salvation unto Us Has Come

1

Salvation unto us has come

By God’s free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom,

They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;

He is our one Redeemer.

What God did in His Law demand
And none to Him could render
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand
For man, the vile offender.
Our flesh has not those pure desires
The spirit of the Law requires,
And lost is our condition.

It was a false, misleading dream
That God His Law had given
That sinners could themselves redeem
And by their works gain heaven.
The Law is but a mirror bright
To bring the inbred sin to light
That lurks within our nature.

From sin our flesh could not abstain,
Sin held its sway unceasing;
The task was useless and in vain,
Our guilt was e’er increasing.
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart
Or purify our guileful heart—
So deep is our corruption.

Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.

He has for us the Law obeyed

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.

Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,

Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.

Your grace alone, dear Lord, | plead,

Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

Let me not doubt, but truly see

Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”

No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,

And | shall never perish.



A 10

The Law reveals the guilt of sin

And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in

The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,

No comfort and no blessing.

Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;

And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.

For faith alone can justify;

Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,

The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.

O triune God in heav’n above,

You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessed name we hallow.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484-1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee

1

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!

Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!

May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!

O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity:

O Lord, have mercy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2-3): Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106



643 Sent Forth By God's Blessing
1  Sent forth by God’s blessing,

Our true faith confessing,

The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended.
O now be extended

The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching,
Receptive souls reaching,

Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us,
His love shall unite us

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving

To God ever-living,

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing,
In love ever caring,

Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us,
With Your light now lead us;

Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
With praise and thanksgiving

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97, alt.
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106

Stand

Thank the Lord LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

397 As with Gladness Men of Old
1 As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.



2 Aswith joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

3 Asthey offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.

4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

5  Inthe heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Text: Public domain
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