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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – February 8, 2026 – 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Silent Prayer Before Worship  
Lord, may my life act as salt—preserving truth, adding grace, and bringing out the 
goodness of Your kingdom in a world that often loses its flavor. Keep me from 
becoming complacent.  

Lord, may my life shine as light, dispelling darkness, and bringing hope, joy, and peace 
to those in despair. Give me the courage to not hide my faith but to let my good deeds 
shine so that others may see Your love and glorify You in heaven. Amen. 

Congregational Prayers 
   John & Bea Beilke       Diane Grieve       Don & Kathy Jungwirth  
   Sam Konakowitz       Allen Kvittem     Dorothy Kueker  
  Patricia Meyer       Pat Swanson      Jon Swanson 

Lectionary Summary for Epiphany 5 
The Righteousness of Christ 

Jesus warns that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20), but He also calls His imperfect 
people “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matt. 5:13, 14). That’s 
because the Lord Jesus came not to abolish the Law or the prophets, “but to fulfill 
them” (Matt. 5:17) in perfect faith and love. Since He does and teaches all of God’s 
commandments, He is “called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19). God 
manifests His “demonstration of the Spirit and of power” in “Jesus Christ and him 
crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2–4), and through the preaching of the Gospel He gives His “secret 
and hidden wisdom” (1 Cor. 2:7). Christ gives this perfect righteousness to His people, 
and it leads them to true fasting, which is “to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo 
the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free” (Is. 58:6) and “to share your bread 
with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house” (Is. 58:7). 

Order of Service Divine Service 4 LSB Pg. 203 

Serving Today 
WORSHIP LEADER           Pastor Peter Gueldner   ORGAN/PIANO   Hope Nelson 
LAY READER Sharon Tackmann    LIVESTREAM   Emilie Pentico   
CHOIR DIRECTOR             Brenda Nelson     CHOIR ACCOMPANIST Jody Weckwerth 
GRACE CHOIR Linda Billman, Mary Ann Groven, Ted Kueker, Carol Lynch, Emilie 

Pentico, Ruth Poole, Sue Quast, Michelle Redmond, Lisa Sandeno, Kim 
Schauer, Lil Spilde, Lyn Strauss, Craig Weckwerth, Jody Weckwerth, 
Rick Weckwerth, Matthew Wingren, Nola Wingren (some members may 
not be present) 

ELDERS/USHERS  Marsha Batterson, Marcia Bjork, Phil Sanders 
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Hymn of Invocation LSB 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88. Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777–1822. Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Exhortation 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

Kneel/Stand 
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Confession of Sins 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

Absolution 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Introit 

Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 
How can a young man keep his | way pure?* 
 By guarding it according | to your word. 
With my whole heart I | seek you;* 
 let me not wander from your com- | mandments! 
I have stored up your word | in my heart,* 
 that I might not sin a- | gainst you. 
Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 
With my lips | I declare* 
 all the just decrees | of your mouth. 
In the way of your testimonies | I delight* 
 as much as in all | riches. 
I will meditate on your | precepts* 
 and fix my eyes | on your ways. 
I will delight in your | statutes;* 
 I will not for- | get your word. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 
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Kyrie 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Gloria in Excelsis Text: Stephen P. Starke 

1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 

 3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Let us pray. 
 O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on 

the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty 
power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:3–9a (see insert) 
A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual 
Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Hymn LSB 583 God Has Spoken by His Prophets 
Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106 
Tune: Public domain 
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Choir Anthem Arise, Shine For Thy Light Has Come 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1–12 (see insert) 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia 
C  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Verse 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God. 

Alleluia 
C  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13–20 (see insert) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

After the reading: 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles’ Creed 
C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 

Hymn of the Day LSB 578 Thy Strong Word 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76. Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106. Tune: Public domain 
 

 

  

Verses 5 & 6 on next page 
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5     Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
            Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
        Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
            Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
         Alleluia, alleluia! 
            May the light which Thou dost send 
         Fill our songs with alleluias, 
            Alleluias without end! 

D   6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Sermon 

Offering 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus 
A  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart LSB 848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt.; Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106; Tune: Public domain 
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