
As We Gather 
As the Lord Jesus had His disciples make preparations for the annual Passover meal, 
little did they know that this would be the very last official observance of the 
commanded remembrance of the exodus deliverance of the Jewish people from 
Egyptian bondage in the days of Moses. For in the next three days (the Triduum), the 
fulfillment of that prophetic event would culminate in the deliverance of all people 
from the bondage of sin and death by means of the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus, 
the Christ, the long awaited Messiah and deliverer. Tonight the “cup of blessing” (1 
Corinthians 10:16) of the Passover meal is made to be the means of our participation in 
the very blood to be shed in atonement on the cross of Good Friday. Tonight this cup 
becomes the Sacrament of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation given to each 
individual believer from now on until the Lord returns on the Last Day. Tonight it is of 
utmost importance for all to hear and to believe in the very real presence of our 
crucified and risen Lord Jesus not just “spiritually” but “in, with, and under” the bread 
and wine we share, for the Lord Himself invites us to take and eat His body and to take 
and drink His blood, shed for us. 

 

Prelude 
 

Hymn of Invocation LSB 445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning 
1 When You woke that Thursday morning, 

    Savior, teacher, faithful friend, 
Thoughts of self and safety scorning, 
    Knowing how the day would end; 
Lamb of God, foretold for ages, 
    Now at last the hour had come 
When but One could pay sin’s wages: 
    You assumed their dreadful sum. 

 
2 Never so alone and lonely, 

    Longing with tormented heart 
To be with Your dear ones only 
    For a quiet hour apart: 
Sinless Lamb and fallen creature, 
    One last paschal meal to eat, 
One last lesson as their teacher, 
    Washing Your disciples’ feet. 

 



3 What was there that You could give them 
    That would never be outspent, 
What great gift that would outlive them, 
    What last will and testament? 
“Show Me and the world you love Me, 
    Know Me as the Lamb of God: 
Do this in remembrance of Me, 
    Eat this body, drink this blood.” 

 
4 One in faith, in love united, 

    All one body, You the head, 
When we meet, by You invited, 
    You are with us, as You said. 
One with You and one another 
    In a unity sublime, 
See in us Your sister, brother, 
    One in ev’ry place and time. 

 
5 One day all the Church will capture 

    That bright vision glorious, 
And Your saints will know the rapture 
    That Your heart desired for us, 
When the longed-for peace and union 
    Of the Greatest and the least 
Meet in joyous, blest communion 
    In Your never-ending feast. 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106 

 
Invocation 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences  
Pastor:  I will go to the altar of God,  
People: to God my exceeding joy.  
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
People: who made heaven and earth. 

 



Confessional Address LSB pg. 290-291 
Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body 
to eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it is proper that we diligently 
examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament has 
been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because 
of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and 
hunger and thirst for righteousness.  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us 
but sin and death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. 
Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He 
became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God 
and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we 
deserve.  

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the 
faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave 
it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for 
you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for 
your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, 
“I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give 
Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of 
sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives 
forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My 
blood to drink.” 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently 
believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him 
and has eternal life.  

  



We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that 
He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving 
Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, 
according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. For 
we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one 
bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine 
of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, 
being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, 
not only in word, but in deed and in truth.  

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.  

People: Amen.  

Pastor: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring 
Him for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Confession & Absolution 
Pastor:  O almighty God, merciful Father,  
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

Pastor: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.  
People: Amen.  

Pastor: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but 
God’s?  

People: Yes.  

Pastor: Let it be done for you as you believe. In the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen.  
 

Salutation 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 

 



Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of 
Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your 
body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be 
manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1–14 
 1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be 
for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all 
the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 
lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household 
is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the 
number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 
lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 
when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 

 7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and 
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted 
on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of 
it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And 
you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 
morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the 
LORD’s Passover. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt 
I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the 
houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the 
LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



Psalm of the Day Psalm 116:12–19 
12What shall I render | to the LORD* 
 for all his bene- | fits to me? 
13I will lift up the cup of sal- | vation* 
 and call on the name | of the LORD, 
14I will pay my vows | to the LORD* 
 in the presence of all his | people. 

15Precious in the sight | of the LORD* 
 is the death | of his saints. 
16O LORD, I am your | servant;* 
 I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 
 You have | loosed my bonds. 
17I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving* 
 and call on the name | of the LORD. 
18I will pay my vows | to the LORD* 
 in the presence of all his | people, 
19in the courts of the house | of the LORD,* 
 in your midst, O Jerusalem. | Praise the LORD! 

 

Epistle Reading Hebrews 9:11–22 
 11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the 
ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, 
purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16For where a will 
is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17For a will takes 
effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 
18Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19For when 
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took 
the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people, 20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that 
God commanded for you.”  



21And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels 
used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem Born to Be the Bread 
 

Holy Gospel Reading Luke 22:7-20 
Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter.  
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to 
be sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for 
us, that we may eat it.” 9They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10He 
said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11and tell the master of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ 12And he will show you a large upper room furnished; 
prepare it there.” 13And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they 
prepared the Passover. 

 14And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15And 
he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
16For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17And he took a 
cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 
18For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 
of God comes.” 19And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 20And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup 
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Hymn of the Day LSB 547 The Lamb 
1 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 
    Faith sees, believes 
God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain 

 



ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

One perfect final offering. 
    The Lamb, the Lamb, 
Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain 

 
3 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 
    So still, His will 
On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain 

 
4 He sighs, He dies, 

He takes my sin and wretchedness. 
    He lives, forgives, 
He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain 

 
5 He rose, He rose, 

My heart with thanks now overflows. 
    His song prolong 
Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain 

Text: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953–2023 
Text: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003106 

 

Sermon Torn Cloth 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 



     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, You are our Lord and we have become Your 

disciples in Baptism, Your brothers and sisters, Your Body and individually 
members of it. As on that holy night when You entered into the final days 
of Your Passion, You suffered betrayal at the hand of one of Your own 
chosen disciples, so do we number ourselves still struggling with sin and 
the temptation of going our own way. As You restored Your servant Simon 
Peter, You have spoken Your sustaining Word of forgiveness to us this 
night. Make us faithful to Your calling that we may continually worship You 
in spirit and in truth. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor:   Hear also our prayer for all public servants; for the government and those 
who protect us; for the deliverance of all from any affliction, danger, or 
need; and all for whom You have come to be the eternal Savior, the way, 
the truth, and the life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer.  



Pastor:   Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:   Amen. 

 
Offering 

 

Offertory 
 
Preface  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of 
mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also 
might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the 
garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 

mercy upon us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. As Your people of old were 
commanded to keep the Passover as a feast to the Lord throughout their 
generations, as a statute forever, so has Christ become our Passover who 
endured the wrath and death of sin for us and the whole world by the 
sacrifice of His own body and blood on the cross of Calvary, opening the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers.  

  



Grant us to keep the feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 
given into death and drinking His blood poured out for our salvation until 
we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. Hear us as we 
pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 1 - Choir Anthem What Wondrous Love 
 



Distribution Hymn 2 LSB 623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 

That we may feast on You today; 
Beneath these forms of bread and wine 
Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 
2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, 

Your body broken and Your blood, 
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, 
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n. 

 
3 By faith Your Word has made us bold 

To seize the gift of love retold; 
All that You are we here receive, 
And all we are to You we give. 

 
4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, 

Rejoicing in our unity, 
Proclaim Your love until You come 
To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 
5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 

O keep us steadfast till that day 
When each will be Your welcomed guest 
In heaven’s high and holy feast. 

Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn 3 LSB 625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 
    May I in grace possess You. 
Let me with holy food be fed, 
    In hunger I address You. 
Prepare me well for You, O Lord, 
And, humbly by my prayer implored, 
    Give me Your grace and mercy. 

 
 
 



2 To pastures green, Lord, safely guide, 
    To restful waters lead me; 
Your table well for me provide, 
    Your wounded hand now feed me. 
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak, 
Refuge in You alone I seek, 
    To share Your cup of healing. 

 
3 O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight, 

    For full and free remission 
I come with prayer before Your sight 
    In sorrow and contrition. 
Your righteousness, Lord, cover me 
That I receive You worthily, 
    Assured of Your full pardon. 

 
4 I do not merit favor, Lord, 

    My weight of sin would break me; 
In all my guilty heart’s discord, 
    O Lord, do not forsake me. 
In my distress this comforts me 
That You receive me graciously, 
    O Christ, my Lord of mercy! 

Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
 

Silent Dismissal 
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