Confession and Absolution

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
1  Today Your mercy calls us
To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy
Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us
And make us clean today.

2  Today Your gate is open,

And all who enter in

Shall find a Father’s welcome
And pardon for their sin.

The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be giv’'n,

A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav’n.

3 Today our Father calls us;

His Holy Spirit waits;

His blessed angels gather
Around the heav’nly gates.

No question will be asked us
How often we have come;

Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father’s home.

4 O all-embracing Mercy,

O ever-open Door,

What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o’er?

When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,

We know one gate is open,
One ear will hear our prayer.

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

®F

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

®F B



Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and sum- | mons the earth*
from the rising of the sun to its | setting.

Hear, O my people, and | will speak; O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.*

I am | God, your God.
Not for your sacrifices do I re- | buke you;*
your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me.
I will not accept a bull | from your house*
or goats | from your folds.
For every beast of the for- | est is mine,*
the cattle on a | thousand hills.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and sum- | mons the earth*
from the rising of the sun to its | setting.

Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis

1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.

Psalm 50:7-10; antiphon: v. 1
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2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P)

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost. Graciously open
our ears and our hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him forever in His
kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading

151 will return again to my place,
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face,
and in their distress earnestly seek me.

1“Come, let us return to the LORD;
for he has torn us, that he may heal us;
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.
2After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD;
his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers,
as the spring rains that water the earth.”
“What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes early away.
STherefore | have hewn them by the prophets;
I have slain them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
®For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Hosea 5:15—6:6



(a)
(C]

Gradual

Great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised,*
and his greatness is un- | searchable.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

On your wondrous works, | will | meditate,*

and | will declare your | greatness.

611 Chief of Sinners Though | Be

1

Chief of sinners though | be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that | might live on high,
Lives that | might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,

I am His, and He is mine.

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,

Higher than the heav’ns above,

Deeper than the depths of sea,

Lasting as eternity!

Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when | sought Him not.

Only Jesus can impart

Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

Chief of sinners though | be,
Christis all in all to me;

All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.

He sustains the hidden life

Safe with Him from earthly strife.

O my Savior, help afford

By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;

Grace in time of need supply

While | live and when | die.

Text: William McComb, 1793-1873, alt.
Text: Public domain

Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b



Epistle Romans 4:13-25

13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but
through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. 5For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

6That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—
not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, ’as
it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. *8In hope he believed against hope, that he
should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” *°He did not weaken in
faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2°No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 2*fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 2But the words “it was counted to him” were not written
for his sake alone, 2*but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our
Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9-13
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow
me.” And he rose and followed him.

10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with
Jesus and his disciples. **And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” ?But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. 1*Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Sit

702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
1 My faith looks up to Thee,

Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine.

Now hear me while | pray;

Take all my guilt away;

O let me from this day
Be wholly Thine!

2 May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart;
My zeal inspire!
As Thou hast died for me,
Oh, may my love to Thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire!

3 While life’s dark maze I tread
And griefs around me spread,
Be Thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
From Thee aside.

4 When ends life’s transient dream,
When death’s cold, sullen stream
Shall o’er me roll,
Blest Savior, then, in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above,
A ransomed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-87
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of

reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,

God of glory, Lord of love!

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee,

Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

/A 3 Thou art giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,

Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Fountainhead of love divine:

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!
Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, alt.
Text: Public domain
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