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Ash Wednesday: Redemptive Love

Order of Service
Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 7:24-25

Glory Be to Jesus LSB 433 (v.1,4)

1 Glory be to Jesus,
Who in bitter pains
Poured for me the lifeblood
From His sacred veins!

4  Abel’s blood for vengeance
Pleaded to the skies;
But the blood of Jesus
For our pardon cries.

Text: Public domain

(P) In the name of the Father,

Who created us out of love;

(P) and of the Son,

Who redeemed us out of love;

(P) and of the Holy Spirit,

Who keeps us by His love. Amen! Amen! Amen!



Confession

(P] As we begin this Lenten journey of love, and reflect on the redemptive love of our heavenly Father, we pon-
der our sinfulness and our need for His loving redemption.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination)

Heavenly Father, I am truly an undeserving, wretched sinner. I have done nothing to deserve your
love. In fact, I have done much to deserve your wrath and punishment. I am guilty beyond measure. I
come before you broken and beat down by my own faults and failures. I am mortal. I am a sinner in
need of your redemptive love. Forgive me and create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a right spirit
within me.

Imposition of Ashes

Savior, When in Dust to Thee LSB 419 (v.1,4)

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee

Low we bow the adoring knee;
When, repentant, to the skies
Scarce we lift our weeping eyes;

O, by all Thy pains and woe

Suffered once for us below,
Bending from Thy throne on high,
Hear our penitential cry!

4 By Thy deep expiring groan,

By the sad sepulchral stone,
By the vault whose dark abode
Held in vain the rising God,

O, from earth to heav’n restored,

Mighty, reascended Lord,
Bending from Thy throne on high,
Hear our penitential cry!

Text: Public domain

Absolution

(P) Out of love for you, and because of His mercy and grace alone, our Lord Jesus has paid the price! He has re-
deemed your life from the pit and filled you with love and compassion! As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen! Amen! Amen!

Prayer of the Day

(P} Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are pen-
itent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we
may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Old Testament Reading Daniel 9:3-12

3Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth
and ashes. *I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God,
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, *we have sinned
and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. *“We have
not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
and to all the people of the land. "To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to
the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who are far
away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against
you. ¥To us, O Lord, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have
sinned against you. °To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him %and
have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set before us by his servants
the prophets. ' All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse
and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out upon us, because we
have sinned against him. ?He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who
ruled us, by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there has not been done anything
like what has been done against Jerusalem.

Epistle Reading Romans 7:15-25

15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. *Now if I
do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. !”So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that
dwells within me. '®For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do
what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. "?For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is
what I keep on doing. 2’Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 2*For I delight in the law of God,
in my inner being, **but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. >*Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from
this body of death? >>Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God
with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Gospel Reading John 3:14-18

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '*that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

16«For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. '"For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. '®*Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.

What Wondrous Love is This LSB 543

1  What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.
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4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’'m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I'm free,
I’ll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’ll sing on.

Text: Public domain

Sermon
Offering

Prayers

(P) Heavenly Father, out of love you sent your Son to redeemed me and all creation. We thank you for your
mercy and grace shown to us in this way. During these forty days of Lent, humble me and show me your
power and glory, more and more, that I may witness your love to those around me. In your redemptive love,

Hear our prayer.

(P) Lord Jesus, our Redeemer and Lord, you gave up your holy body and blood to buy us back from sin, death,
the devil, and hell. Make us ever thankful that you paid the price we could not pay, so that our thankfulness
and praise will resound to the ends of the earth. In your redemptive love,

Hear our prayer.

(P) Holy Spirit, as we begin this Lenten season, turn our hearts toward you and your mercy and grace. Humble
us, by your mighty power, that we may cling to Jesus alone for life. In your redemptive love,
Hear our prayer.

(P) Lord God, you are the physician of body and soul. We humbly ask that you would heal those who are dealing
with illness and injury according to your will. As they wait upon your healing, work through their struggle to
reveal your mighty power and love in their lives. In your redemptive love,

Hear our prayer.

(P) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ our

Lord.
Amen.

5|Page



Service of the Sacrament

In Preparation for Holy Communion

| confess that | have sinned. | believe that God graciously forgives my sin for the sake of Jesus Christ. | now desire
to receive Holy Communion, in which | receive the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, and through this Sacrament
I am assured of forgiveness. With the aid of the Holy Spirit, | promise to seek to amend my sinful life.

(Guests who wish to commune with us for the first time should make arrangements with the pastor before the
service.)

Preface

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna, ho-
sanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, ho-
sanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, say-
ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the for-
giveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution

The Dismissal

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlast-
ing. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Post-Communion Collect

(P} We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing LSB 421

1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing
In Your holy wounds I find,
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling
Pains of body and of mind.
Should some evil thought within
Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin,
Show the peril, and from sinning
Keep me from its first beginning.

3 If the world my heart entices

With the broad and easy road,

With seductive, sinful vices,
Let me weigh the awful load

You were willing to endure.

Help me flee all thoughts impure
And to master each temptation,
Calm in prayer and meditation.

4 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me
By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole;
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me,
Granting new life to my soul.
Yes, Your comfort renders sweet
Ev’ry bitter cup I meet;
For Your all-atoning passion
Has procured my soul’s salvation.

5 O my God, my rock and tower,

Grant that in Your death I trust,

Knowing death has lost its power
Since You crushed it in the dust.

Savior, let Your agony

Ever help and comfort me;
When I die be my protection,
Light and life and resurrection.

Text: Public domain
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+ + +

KIDS IN THE

DIVINE SERVICE

+ + +

What is Ash
Wednesday all about?

You may see something strange
happening in church on Ash Wednesday.
You'll see your family and friends go forward

to receive the sign of the cross on their foreheads. The strange
part about all of this is that it will be done with the ashes from
last year's Palm Sunday palm branches.

Why do we do this?

Usually when someone gets dirty they know they need water
to get clean. The ashes that are put on our foreheads remind
us that in sin we are dirty and need to be cleaned. It also helps
us to remember the first time the sign of the cross was made
on us at our Baptism. In the waters of Baptism, we are cleaned
and the dirt of sin is washed away. Ash Wednesday helps to
remind us of this.

Parents: At home after the service, when your
children are washing the ashes off, remind them once
again that we are washed clean of sin at our Baptism.
Jesus did all of this for us through His death on the cross
which we prepare for during Lent. Ash Wednesday is
the beginning of this time of preparation.

toreproduce "KIDS in the Divine Service” for their use,

I Copyright © 2016 LCMS Worship. Created by Christopher Thoma. LOMS congregations and schools have permission
loms.org | 888-THE LCMS
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God’s Love is Shown

Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2020 Redemptive Love
Wednesday, February 24, 2020 Compassionate Love
Wednesday, March 3, 2020 Steadfast Love
Wednesday, March 10, 2020 Enriching Love
Wednesday, March 17, 2020 Living Love
Wednesday, March 24, 2020 Holy Love
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2020 Saving Love
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2020 Selfless Love
Good Friday, April 2, 2020 Sacrificial Love
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2020 Joyous Love
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